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& 50 secret beaches on the Mediterranean
% Travel special, see page 23
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§ | 41 Plage Gigaro 5t Tropez
i Peninsula, Prov

¢ Plage Gigaro is the sandy antsdote to St

. Tropez There are mo sugar daddies or

: sprayed champagre.

© meet azure seas on & Almost entirely

- public beach. Two smaller coves are 3

©len-inute coastal hike away: family-

: friendly Plage de Jovat and naturist-

* friendly Phage des Brouis. The peeress

vence

champagre. [cing-wagir shores

Chateau de Valmer boasts its own

i wneyard 4 new pastss bar and two

its own

| - chatesuvalmer.com), Fiy 1o Nice

gubnsymluly and August, tut

i or Marsaibe

g | 42 Le Canadel Rayol

~anadel, Provence

¢ A litthe gem. Le Canadel’s saady sEaliows
¢ shimmer gold and sibver in Provence’s
: clearest ses A ten-minute hike west lies

Plige Pramousqaler, overlooked by

i Carla Bruni’ family residence. Ten

T minutes exst lies the private beach of the
: Domaine de Rayol botanscal gardens

§ (@amaineduryol orgl, with an undersea
: snorkelling trail. Villa Plageran, 2 strall
: up Froen Le Canadel beach, books up fast.
¢ The guesthowse has private sea acoess

: and 3 secduded sunbathing garden

i Detnlis B&# doubles cost from £1%6

: (00 33 £ 94 05 61 15, plageroncom), Fiy
: ta Nice or Marselle

43 Plage du Buse

: Uit of
. From La Tour de Calanca, a I5th.

: century watchtower near Olmeto Plage
 an Corshea’s west coast, it s just o short
: wealk down t0 your very own litthe cove,
© complete with soft gnkden sand and

© crystal waters, The tower, decorsted in
© simple rustic style, sloeps two, and s

- surrounded by gocgeous gandens,

_ Dwisits From £893pp for seven nights

AT
\.mamm Honed moopens this mmlh after
: renovations. it boasts its cvm

o private beach and fias 8 wow-factar spa
* Delalis Room-coly coubles are from

£166 (00 33 4 93 75 05 05 tara
mwsouml Fly to Nice

43 Mala Plage Cap d Al
TOVeTICE

'nm stunming cove mary be freguentd

by le jetset, who arrive hy speedbaat

- from neighbouring Monaco, but kimited

Mlvn;nndmvpﬂqnp\nnﬂun

T mortals. Evian-like sineral water seeps

fram the surrounding didfs to keep the

- wen ean and stocked with Bsh Above

. the Cate d'Azur's most secret beach sits
© s most hush-twash hotel, Bargain rooms
- at the Hotel Miramar overlook the Med.

Outalie BEE soubles are fram £75 (DD

- 33453 78 06 6O, mramarhotel fr)
: Py to Nice

46 La Tour de

Calanca

Valinco, Corsic

ncluding flights snd car hire (0845 330

213, corsicacouk)

47 Plage de MAcciolu

i La Balagne Corsica
* The reward foc the six-mile return boke

SwatCand'Exxm.asleek.modm
villa thal 5 a ter-mipsite walk through

in
Detaits Aweek costs from £2.554 for sex
(0207057 1413, solaskcity.coen).

Fly 10 Palermo

40 Torre Guaceto Puglia
Hidden In a nature reseeve, Torre
Guzceto is an oass of prace inan
overdeveloped coast. You'll need a car
and food and drink to sustain you as
theres nothing on the beach kself S’uo
2% the compact and bijou Caloeh
three-bedroom B&B near Ostuni just a
short dvive fram the beach. Minemalism
reigns, Dul there’s plenty of blue sky to
treak up the clean, white decor

Detalls A week costs from £630pp
B&B, Indluding Mights and car hire
through Long Traved (01694 722193,
long-travelcoasd

Amnabelle Thorpe

pine trees 1o the beach. It sleeps up 1o six
r hedmoms.

- severs soonet cowes, You'll have e he X
: quick to book Villa Is Quirta, & stfl hike

: ghave the beach. This ane-rocm BEB '
© has a prvate sea-view berrace and use of
; the owner’s swimming pool for less than

£100 per night all vear round.

i Dotwils B&B doubies are from £79
; (00 33 4 93 35 13 97, villsquintalreefn.
: Fly to Nice

: 44 L'Ajguille Théole-sur

* Mer, Provence

¢ Between Cannes und Saint-Raphzel, the

- phoe-scentad Esterel state-protected park
- unfurls for ten beach-studded males. :
. L'Aigullle & is Jonpest and softest stretch
- of sand, barely populated even in Aagust.
© Natwrists <an hop to the two teeny-tiny -
. caves of Pointe de FAiguille jast beyond

A five-manute drive swvay, the Tam

| Roquebnune, Provence * from Ostricoad theough the spectacalsr
i So beautifual 1 the fine shirgle of Plage Désert des Agriates is the chance to dive
i du Buse that the architect Le Corbasier  © into the tungucise waters snd sun
* built his cabin amnmmmme )uxsrlfnn the silky white sand without
¢ shelves o shely I et aoul in sghi. Stey st Pietes
by ! nwhoﬂuudown from . Mometta, 3 charming auberge near
i mnvlllasrrll!oqt perched * Ostricomi, which serves up typically
. above. Still undecided? A mile-long rastic Carsican fare.
* coastal path runs from the stabion at Dutmls Frem €640p por nighe,
¢ Roguebrune into Monaco, passing :

 Wander theough
* bay of Paulilles, and you wall find three
© beawtifia siver-sanded ooves The Plage  *
© de Mitg, in the middle, i the most
- scvessible, but the Plage de Bernandi to
i the narth and the Plage du Foorat to the
* south are worth 3 lotger walk Just 50
| metres away, the winery, Les Clos de
: Paulilies, has an excellent restaurant and
: an apartment for four people. The
marine nature resecve is ideal far divers.
¢ Detalls From €600 per week for fowr
i (00 33468 8149 79, clos-de
. paudilies.com). Fly to Perpignan

Travel 27

: halfboard (00 33 6 76 34 8837,

location-agriates coml Fly to Bastia

| 48 Maison L'Immortelie

wear Sartene, Corsica

A daxury villa with almost twa miles of
¢ peachy whete sand and ten different

oowes is surely unigue. The Maison

. L'lmmortedle, a restored shepherd's
. howse surrounced by a nature reserve, is @
- one of 13 peoperties on an estate of mone

than 500 hectares and has a private peol

- and a hamnsam and spa.

 Detalls From from £8,285 lor eight
- adults and four chiloren (0207563
1 7949, cwlitas com). Fly to Ajaccio
: 49 Paulilles near
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: 50 Argeles-sur-mer

i Languedoc-Roussillon

© Exit the Hbtel Je Lido in Ampedes-sur-

: Merand

© micdie of ane of France'’s hest beaches

* with the world and his wife. But bhead

- porth to the end of the beach and you

¢ can relax m peace. The three-star Hotel

- e Uida offers views af the beachfront

- and & kvely ponl

: Details Roomr-only douties are frum

- €84(00 33 4 63 8110 32 hotelde-

- lidocoml, Fly to Perpignan ®
Carolyn Boyd and Tristan Rutherford

youll find yourself in the




